
Número 71 · Diciembre 2026Nuestras Aves

Esta obra está bajo una licencia internacional Creative Commons Atribución-NoComercial 4.0

Registro Novedoso
Este trabajo fue revisado por pares y un comité científico, y ha sido aceptado para su publicación en la revista Nuestras Aves. 
Sin embargo, aún no ha sido modificado para su publicación final, por lo que esta versión y la final podrían no ser iguales.

Mid-morning on 23 March 2026, while birdwat-
ching in Ushuaia after returning from an Antarctic 
cruise, we were surprised to see a Black Skimmer 
(Rynchops niger) in the Reserva Natural Urbana Ba-
hia Encerrada adjacent to the town (54.81701°S, 
68.31841°W). It was initially resting with a flock of 
Brown-hooded Gulls (Chroicocephalus maculipennis) 
hidden under a bank of vegetation, but flew up with 
them in response to an unknown stimulus. Although 
we expected it to return with the gulls to be photogra-
phed, the bird flew out of sight.

Our field guide (Narosky & Yzurieta 1993) does not 
include southern Tierra del Fuego within the species 
range, and a check of recent local bird lists online the 
following days revealed no records. After returning 

to the UK, however, we found online photographs of 
what was presumably the same bird in the same place 
at Reserva Natural Urbana Bahia Encerrada. The ear-
liest eBird record is from 22 February 2026 (54.8169° 
S, 68.3183° W; eBird: Bosch 2026; eBird: Strycker & 
Boyle 2026). After our record on 23 March, probably 
the same bird was recorded on 28 March (eBird: Mc-
Kay 2026), 30 March (eBird: Hacker 2026), and 7 April 
(eBird: Ortali 2026), and it was still present on 16 
April (eBird: Centurión 2026) and on 25 May (eBird: 
Gómez Carrillo 2026). Additional online photographs 
were found on Instagram dated 25 February 2026 
(by user ‘Donnikola’) and on Facebook, uploaded 10 
March 2026 by Ramon Luis Alvarado (https://face-
book.com/2735567193461231), who wrote that the 
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bird had been around for about 20 days (i.e. since ca. 
20 February). ASC contacted Mr Alvarado to suggest 
sharing authorship of this note, but got no reply. In all 
the mentioned reports, users referred to a single bird, 
indicating that all records likely involve the same in-
dividual that stayed at Reserva Natural Urbana Bahia 
Encerrada.

Three subspecies are recognized: R. n. niger in Nor-
th and Central America, R. n. cinerascens in northern 
South America (mainly the Amazon and Orinoco 
basins), and R. n. intercedens in eastern and southern 
South America (Gochfeld et al. 2020). R. n. cinerascens 
is migratory, reaching southern Chile, whereas R. n. 
intercedens is largely sedentary, with few records from 
Chile or south of Buenos Aires Province (Jaramillo 
2003; Vieira et al. 2018; Harrison et al. 2021). In Ar-
gentina, Petracci et al. (2005) state, without further 
details or references, that the Black Skimmer “ran-
ges from the northwest to Tierra del Fuego”. Online 
records from Río Grande, northern Tierra del Fuego, 
from 2007, 2016, and 2024 are consistent with this 
statement (eBird: Benegas 2007; EcoRegistros: Cos-
ta 2016; eBird: Pressacco 2024). At the subspecies 
level, R. n. cinerascens is considered a rare migrant in 
Argentina (Pearman & Areta 2020), while in southern 
Chile it is usually recorded around Punta Arenas and 
the Strait of Magellan (Jaramillo 2003; Thomson et al. 
2020; Avila 2023).

Features used to separate the South American 
subspecies include tail and underwing covert color 
and the extent of white on the tips of the secondary fea-
thers (Gochfeld et al. 2020). Our own sighting was ra-
ther brief, and we did not check the underwing coverts 
in flight. Reviewing online photographs of presumably 
the same individual, with brownish upperparts so pos-
sibly an immature, on 22 February 26 (eBird: Strycker 
& Boyle 2026) and by Ramon Luis Alvarado (10 March 
2026, https://facebook.com/2735567193461231), the 
underwing appears pale or dusky depending on light 
and angle and is therefore inconclusive, although tail 
coloration is broadly brown above and would indicate 
R. n. cinerascens. Nevertheless, genetic studies (Goode-
nough et al. 2024) found that subspecies classification 
within South America did not correspond with measu-
red genetic differentiation, suggesting that subspeci-
fic identification based on plumage should be treated 
with caution. 
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